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The Spirit Said

“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said...” (Acts13:2).

very preacher has heard from God. How do you know when God is speaking to you (or
He wants to speak through you)?

Roger Barrier in Listening to the Voice of God explains, “Have you ever had an experience where
deep down inside you just knew what to do; where God gave you impressions, encouragement,
and advice?”...”l call that place my ‘knower.” Deep down in my ‘knower,” | knew what God
wanted.”

Barrier defines his ‘knower’ as “this place deep inside where | know God speaks...it is there that
| have heard the voice of God.”

D. Martin Lloyd-Jones said, “Then God sometimes answers directly in our spirit. The prophet
said, “I will wait and see what he will say in me.” God speaks to me by speaking in me...He can
impress something upon our spirits in an unmistakable manner. We find ourselves unable to
get away from an impression that is on our mind and heart...”

Perhaps, this is what Elijah experienced when God spoke in a “still, small voice” (1 Kings 19:12).

The early preachers cultivated sensitivity to the Spirit. This is predominant throughout the Book
of Acts. The Spirit spoke to them, and through them many times.

e “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot” (Acts 8:29).

e “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek
thee” (Acts 10:19).

e “And the spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren
accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house” (Acts 11:12).

e “And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the spirit that there
should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of
Claudius Caesar” (Acts 11:28).

e “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20).

o “After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered
them not” (Acts 16:7).

e “And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit,
that he should not go up to Jerusalem” (Acts 21:4).
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e “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them. And when they had fasted and
prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent forth by
the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus” (Acts
13:2-4).

Hearing from God is not a joke.
Preachers should be careful never to have a flippant attitude about using the phrase, “Thus
saith the Lord.” Some use it frequently in an attempt to make others feel they have a special

telephone line to heaven.

At times it would be more appropriate to say, “I believe the Spirit spoke to me.” However,
when totally confident God has spoken, tell them so.

Who is leading you?
It is important to be led by the Spirit.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

What we sense from the Spirit should be in conformity with the Word of God. The Bible is the
authority. It is a lamp unto our feet and a light to our path (Psalm 119:105).

We hear from the Spirit when we concentrate on the things of the Spirit. We bring our thoughts
into captivity (2 Corinthians 10:5).

When a person focuses on the flesh, the things of the flesh come to mind. When he focuses on
the Spirit, things of the Spirit come to mind.

Who is talking?

The Spirit speaks through our thoughts and mind. Four things usually speak to our minds.

e Spirit
e Self

e Satan
e World

Don Matzat in The Lord Told Me | Think relates hearing a British evangelist speaking on how the
Holy Spirit leads.

He asked, "If you focus on worldly things, and you get an impression, could it be that the idea is
worldly?” People nodded in agreement.
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He went on, “If you are involved in the occult and you get an idea, could it be that the idea is
from a demonic origin?”

Again all nodded in agreement. He then said, “If your mind is focused on the Lord, and you get
a thought, could it be from the Holy Spirit?”
Paul taught it was important to set our minds on the things of the Spirit.

e “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:5-6).

e “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:2).

e “This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16-17, 25).

Did you really hear from God?

As we have learned, God’s voice is not the only voice that speaks to us. How can we distinguish
between His voice and Satan’s? Roger Barrier suggests the following checklist:

e God speaks to my innermost spirit. Satan and the flesh speak to my mind.
e God speaks with a gentle leading. (God does not push, drive, or dominate.)
e God’s voice produces freedom. Satan places people in bondage.

e God tends to speak when I’'m seeking Him (Jeremiah 29:12-13).

e God gives specific directions.

e When God speaks, you feel everything is under control. When flesh and Satan speak it
feels as if things are out of control.

e God speaks with 100% truth that can be tested by the Word of God.

e God’s voice leads to deep peace (Philippians 4:7). Satan brings confusion.
A. W. Tozer once said if the Holy Spirit was taken from the world, most of what the church is
doing would go right on, and nobody would know the difference. God is more willing to speak

than many are willing to listen. How true. How sad. Do not let that stop you. You can make a
difference. Hear what the Spirit is saying, obey it, and share it with your listeners.

Study Questions

1. How does Roger Barrier define his “knower”?

~3~
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2. How does God answer directly to our spirit?

3. What does it mean when God speaks in a “still small voice”?

4. Write out two Scriptures that show early preachers cultivated sensitivity to the Spirit.

5. Why do some preachers carelessly use the words “Thus saith the Lord”?

What phrase would be more appropriate to use?

6. What we sense in the Spirit should conform to what?

7. What happens when we concentrate on things of the Spirit?

8. What four things usually speak to our minds?
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9. Write one verse that shows the importance of setting our minds on things of the Spirit.

10. What is the difference between God’s voice and the devil’s?

11. What is meant by the statement by A. W. Tozer used in this lesson?

Additional Notes
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Do You Have A Word For Me!

“And now, behold, | go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall
befall me there:

Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me”
(Acts 20:22-23).

specially during times of crisis, desperation, confusion, lack of understanding to the will
E of God, or uncertainty of the direction that one should take, we often hear people

saying “Do you have a word for me?” These people find themselves at a crossroad and
are desperate to hear from God. Such occasions are found in the Book of Acts.

A Word From Acts

O In Acts 2 Peter had an answer for the questioning crowd who asked “What meaneth this?”
He responded, “This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel...” (Acts 2:16).

O The lame man who asked in Acts 3, “Anything for me?” received his healing.

O In Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphira didn’t enjoy the word they received through the man of
God. Let’s say its revelation of what they had done knocked them dead.

O Gamaliel in Acts 5 gave the people a word when he said, “If this is of God you can’t stop it
and if it is not from God it will stop itself.”

0 The Apostles in Acts 6 received a word when they said, “Hey, you find some deacons. We
‘re going to pray and preach.”

O Ananias in Acts 9 received a word that he should go to Strait Street and minister to the
former Christian killer, Saul.

o Peter had his theology straightened out with a vision, and a word that three men were
standing at the gate. He was told to go with them and preach to the Gentiles, considered
by Jews to be unclean. Cornelius had received a word to send the men in the first place. |
imagine that Peter looked for a quick word from the Lord when the National Board called
him in to explain his actions.

0 In Acts 15 when they had their Jerusalem Summit, James had a word from the Lord, quoting
the prophets, and peace was maintained in the church when there could have been a
church split.

O In Acts 16, Paul in a crossroads of where to preach next was directed to “...Come over into
Macedonia, and help us” (16:9).

0 In Acts 18 Paul received the first of three encouraging words “For | am with thee.” By Acts
20 he isn’t receiving such encouraging news from others; “The Holy Ghost has been giving
the news in every city that bonds and afflictions are waiting for me in Jerusalem.” He is
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better encouraged when he receives a word through an angel right in the middle of fears of
possible shipwreck. “No life will be lost, only the ship.”

It places us in an awkward position when someone who has confidence in our walk in the Spirit
comes up to us and asks, “Do you have a word for me?” We must be careful to speak only
when the Holy Spirit speaks to us and be honest to the person when we have not heard
anything from God. It is especially awkward when God has spoken about someone’s situation,
in the past, thus building up the person’s confidence, and later they ask if you have received a
word about their present situation.

Then there are those that come up to you and inquire, “I know that God speaks to you. Has the
Lord revealed anything to you about me? Has the Lord told you anything about my problem?”
This can be quite intimidating.

Man of God

Elisha stayed frequently in the home of a wealthy Shunammite woman. She and her husband
made him a prophet’s chamber and fed him. One day Elisha gave her a word from the Lord
that she was going to have a child. She refers to him as a “man of God.” She conceives and
gives birth to a son. When the child grows up he develops a headache and dies. She puts her
son on the bed of the “man of God.” 2 Kings 4 refers to Elisha repeatedly as the “man of God.”
This reference to Elisha can be the highest tribute paid to any minister of the gospel. He knew
God, and God knew him. The Spirit of the Lord was upon him and he was greatly used in the
Spirit. His ministry was confirmed by signs following and many miracles. Yet, when the
Shunammite woman came rushing to him in desperation, and God had not spoken, look at his
response.

“And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came
near to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within
her: and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me” (2 Kings 4:27).

Speak What God Speaks

This verse reveals to us the proper response when the Lord has not spoken to us about a
person’s situation. “...The Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me” (4:27).

We should be careful to speak only what the Spirit has spoken to us and not add our own
understanding and input. Let us not be like the interpreter who was hired to translate for a
missionary during his travels. One night while preaching, the missionary noticed that the
interpreter was going on and on, despite his own short statements. Finally the missionary
stopped and said, “It seems to be taking you a lot longer to say what takes me only seconds.
Are you sure you are translating me correctly?”
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“Oh, no, sir!” he said proudly, “l am greatly improving on what you are saying.”

We too stand in the place where we are interpreting the message from the Spirit and we
cannot add to it, or improve upon it. We need only speak what God has given to us to speak; at
the time that He wants us to speak it.

We know that the Bible is the complete revelation of God to man in sixty-six books. We know it
as the Scriptures, the Word of God, or the Holy Bible. It is complete and sufficient. Any word
given in this day must be in full agreement with the Word of God and its context. Any “word”
concerning salvation that goes beyond, distorts or is contrary to the Scripture must always be
rejected.

A Look at the Word

Two Greek words in the New Testament are translated “word”. One is “Logos” and the other
“Rhema.” The “Logos” is the “Word” and refers to the Bible. It is forever settled in heaven.

“But the word of the Lord endureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25).

“Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of God shall stand for ever” (Isaiah 40:8).
“Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away” (Luke 21:33).

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

The “Rhema” is a “word from the Word.” It is a part of the Word of God. Here the reference is
not to the whole Bible but to a particular portion of the Bible, maybe even one word, phrase, or
verse. The Spirit could bring this to our remembrance in a time of need or someone might
mention this to us and it inspires our faith.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of God” (Romans 10:17).

This increases our faith because it is a specific portion of the Word that is applied to our
individual situation and ministers to our need.

No true “rhema” spoken today will ever be in conflict with the Word of God.

How to Receive Direction

The best way to receive direction in any situation is to receive it directly from the Lord. He has
established a relationship with you and will want to speak to you. Others may then confirm to
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you what God has already revealed to you, thus assuring you that you have heard properly.

The Old Testament is full of such phrases as “The Lord spoke,” “The Lord has spoken,” “God

said,” “The Word of the Lord came unto me saying,” etc. Just as He spoke to men of old He
continues to speak to people today (who want to listen).

Words received should be confirmed. “...In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every
word be established” (2 Corinthians 13:1).

In order to hear from God we can read the Word of God. The Scripture will become illuminated
to us and we will receive direction. We can pray and fast for God’s direction and will in our
lives.

“Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Through knowing Jesus Christ in a personal relationship, we can become sensitive to Him and
He will speak to us.

Study Questions

1. Why do people usually seek a word from the Lord?

2. Give three examples of “words” given in the Book of Acts:

3. What did the Shunammite woman call Elisha?

4. When Elisha didn’t know her problem what did he say?

5. What is the highest tribute paid to any minister of the gospel?

6. What do we learn from the story of the missionary and the interpreter?
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7. What should we do with a “word” that goes beyond the Scripture?

8. What is the “Logos”?

9. Whatis a “rhema”?

10. What is the best way to receive direction in any situation?

11. What are three ways that we can receive direction from the Lord?

Additional Notes
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The Supernatural Church

“...And grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, By stretching
forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child
Jesus”

(Acts 4:29-30).

he church in the Book of Acts was a Supernatural Church. Things happened that went
beyond the natural or the normal. Miracles were a way of life. Signs and wonders were
constantly being done. Throughout the Book of Acts we see the Lord as the “worker.”

The Book of Acts opens with Luke referring to the former book that had been written; the
Gospel according to Luke. This book records what Jesus “...began both to do and teach.” (Acts
1:1) The Book of Acts gives the continuing story of what Jesus accomplishes through His
disciples.

After Jesus went back to heaven, the miracles, signs, and wonders continued. He promised that
they would.

“...The works that | do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because | go
unto my Father...” (John 14:12).

“And these signs shall follow them that believe...” (Mark 16:17).

“Behold, | give unto you power...” (Luke 10:19).

In Greek, as mentioned before, the words “miracle” and “power” come from the same root
word. When God’s spirit comes inside of the spirit of man it produces a potential that is far
beyond imagination. It defies limitations, logic, and the natural. It becomes super-natural.

A Sunday School teacher who was teaching his class on miracles once asked them “What is a
miracle?” One smart little boy responded, “A miracle is something that can’t happen, but does
happen.” That is a good definition from the mouth of a child.

Miracles in the Book of Acts

The following is not meant to be an exhaustive study of miracles performed in the Supernatural
Church. The miracles mentioned here fall under one of these categories:

Miracles of Healing
Miracles of Supply
Miracles of Deliverance
Miracles of Transportation
Miracles of Protection

000D DO
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0 Miracles of Judgment
0 Miracles of Raising the Dead

Students: As you study each miracle try to determine what category it fits.

Instructors: Research each example given below and be prepared to teach with an interesting,
storytelling style.

The Lame Man Walks!
0 Acts 3:8;4:16, 22

“And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and
leaping, and praising God.”

“Saying, What shall we do to these men? For that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by
them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.”

For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed.”

Judged by the Holy Spirit
0 Acts5:1-10

“But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, And kept back
part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the
apostles' feet.”

“But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep
back part of the price of the land? ...And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up
the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.”

“And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done,
came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she
said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord?...Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the
ghost...”

God works through men!
O Acts 5:15-16

“Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches,
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came
also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them
which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.”
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The Faith-full Deacon
o Acts6:8

“And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.”

The Deacon-Evangelist
0o Acts 8:6-7,13

“And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many
that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were
healed.”

“Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and
wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. ”

Faster Than an Airplane
a Acts 8:39

“And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”

Saul receives his sight!
o Acts9:8,18

“And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man...And
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith...”

Peter delivered from prison!
o Acts 12:1-16

“...Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing...Now | know of a
surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.”

King Herod struck dead!
0 Acts 12:23

“And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he
was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.”

Elymas the sorcerer becomes blind!
0 Acts13:11
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“And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the
sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about
seeking some to lead him by the hand.”

The Crippled Walk, Again!
O Acts 14:8

“And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's
womb, who never had walked.”

A damsel is delivered!
a Acts 16:16-18

“And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of
divination met us...The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the
servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. And this did she many
days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, | command thee in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.”

Prayer & Praise brought deliverance!
o Acts 16: 25-30

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard
them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.”

Eutychus raised from the dead!
a Acts 20:9-10

“And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep
sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third
loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said,
Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him.”

Shake, Shake, Shake Into the Fire
o Acts 28:3-5

“And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand...And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no
harm.”
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Island Miracles
o Acts 28:8-9

“And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick
of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in,

and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. What is happening in our

churches that is supernacurall

So when this was done, others also, which had diseases
in the island, came, and were healed.”

Study Questions

1. According to this lesson, what type of church was in the Book of Acts?

2. What other Bible book is referred to in Acts 1:17?

3. What do we see Jesus as in the Book of Acts?

4. Miracles in this lesson fall under which categories?

5. Give five examples of miracles in the Book of Acts:

6. What are some of the miracles that God has done in your life?
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7. What are some examples of miracles that God has done in the lives of people you know or in
your local church?

Additional Notes
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Spying into the Spirit World

“And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same followed
Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which show
unto us the way of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and

said to the spirit, | command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came
out the same hour”
(Acts 16:16-18).

he “Discerning of Spirits” gives us a glimpse into the spirit world. It gives us
understanding of both the bad and good that exists in the realm of the spirit.

What This Gift is Not

It is not “mind reading”, the “gift of discernment”, or the “gift of suspicion”. It does not have
anything to do with psychology or the power of the natural mind.

The “Discerning of Spirits” does not require that we be some sort of “Spirit Hunters” looking for
a spirit behind every tree.

Kenneth E. Hagin in “Concerning Spiritual Gifts” highlights that the “Discerning of Spirits” is not
the ability to discern people’s faults. This is known as “fault finding and is not a gift at all”
(anyone can do that). He states, “the gift of discerning of spirits is not discerning of character
or faults. It is the discerning of spirits.”

What This Gift Is

It is a supernatural revelation of the Spirit and allows us to know whether or not something or
someone is of the:

» 1. Spirit of God.
» 2. Spirit of Man.
» 3. Spirit of Devil.

This means that the “Discerning of Spirits” allow us to know whether the spirit of a person is of
God or not.

It may even allow us to identify certain spirits that have attached themselves to a person or
have taken possession of the individual. Lee Stoneking in his book “Gifts of the Spirit” claims
that many of these demons take advantage of the works of the flesh mentioned in Galatians
5:19-21. The person possessed will begin to manifest the nature of the spirit that has
possessed him. The “Discerning of Spirits” will allow us to identify these ungodly spirits and
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cast them out. We will deal with casting out demons in other lessons. This lesson is to provide
basic understanding of the “Discerning of Spirits.”

George Shalm in “Dynamics of Spiritual Gifts” reveals a number of different spirits mentioned in
the Bible.

Spying on Bible Spirits

Unclean Spirit Matthew 12:43
Lying Spirit 1 Kings 22:22
Tormenting Spirit Matthew 4:24
Spirit of Infirmity Luke 13:11
Spirit of Fortune Telling Acts 16:16
Spirit of Jealousy Numbers 5:14
Evil Spirit Judges 9:23

' Familiar Spirit 1 Samuel 28:7
Haughty Spirit Proverbs 16:18
Perverse Spirit Isaiah 19:14

Spirit of Whoredoms Hosea 4:12
Dumb Spirit Mark 9:17
Foul Spirit Mark 9:25
Spirit of Fear 2 Timothy 1:7
Spirit of Antichrist 1John 4:3
Spirit of error 1John 4:6
Spirit of the World 1 Cor. 2:12
Seducing Spirits 1 Timothy 4:1
Spirits of Devils Revelation 16:14

The Spirit Test

We are called on to give the spirits a “test.”
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God...” (1 John 4:1).

This verse seems to indicate that each of us has the ability to try the spirits. Sometimes we see
a demon manifesting itself by foaming at the mouth or speaking utterances through a person’s
mouth. Neither of these is the “Discerning of Spirits”. In some cases even the general public
would be able to tell that a person is demon possessed. Is this “Discerning of Spirits”? No, of
course not.
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In the example given below you will quickly be able to see that it did not take a “Discerning of
Spirits” to know that this man was demon possessed. How can you tell that he was demon
possessed? What were some of the signs?

“As Jesus got out of the boat, a madman from the cemetery came up to him. He lived there
among the tombs and graves. No one could restrain him-he couldn’t be chained, couldn’t be
tied down. He had been tied up many times with chains and ropes, but he broke the chains,
snapped the ropes. No one was strong enough to tame him. Night and day he roamed through
the graves and the hills, screaming out and slashing himself with sharp stones” (Mark 5; The
Message).

A demon possessed person can discern someone who has a godly spirit or who is spirit filled.
Legion identified Jesus in Mark 5:7.

“And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have | to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most
high God? | adjure thee by God that thou torment me not.”

In Acts 16:17 there was a young girl, demon possessed, that cried, “These men are the servants
of the most high God, which show unto us the way of salvation.” Most would think that this
was great. The girl was drawing attention to the men of God. Paul sensed that this was the
devil at work in her and cast out the evil spirit immediately.

Examples From the Book of Acts

» The “Discerning of Spirits” was used to reveal Elymas in Acts 13:8-12.
» Paul was also able to discern that the girl in Acts 16:17 was demon possessed.

» Peter was able to discern the spirit of Simon a sorcerer who became a believer and in Acts
8:12-13 he was baptized. When Simon saw “...that through laying on of the apostles’ hands
the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money.” (Verse 18) Peter discerned that his
heart was not right, that he was “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” (8:
23)

» In Acts 5:1-3 Peter also discerns that “...Hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost?” When Ananias came with his money the man of God immediately discerned
wrongdoing and lying.

We need the “Discerning of Spirits” to be able to know whether certain miracles, signs, and
wonders are of God or not.

“...For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles...” (Revelation 16:13-14).

“...For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and
wonders: insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:24).
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Therefore, it is necessary to have the “Discerning of Spirits” in times of supernatural
manifestations to determine what is of the devil and what is of God. Not everything that
happens supernaturally is of God. The devil is a supernatural being also. Some things that
appear to be miracles may not come from God at all. With this gift we can determine the spirit
behind the manifestation.

This gift would be of absolute necessity to ministers that are involved in deliverance ministry.

This gift would also enable us to judge prophecy to know whether the prophecy is of the Holy
Ghost or not (1 Corinthians 14:29).

Of course, it does not always take some with the “Discerning of Spirits” to judge prophetic
utterances. If a prophecy were not in line with the Word of God anyone would know that it is a
false utterance.

“Discerning of Spirits” would come by a supernatural revelation and you would need to be born
again as a prerequisite of receiving any of the “Gifts of the Spirit.”

Like the “Word Twins” the “Discerning of Spirits” is a “Knowing Gift.” It reveals what God
knows or what He is thinking.

Study Questions

1. What does the “Discerning of Spirits” give us a glimpse of?

2. What is meant by the “Discerning of Spirits?

3. The “Discerning of Spirits” is not what?

4. List ten different types of spirits found in the Word of God.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
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7)
8)
9)
10)

5.What type of test should we give the spirits?

Additional Notes
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The Word Twins

“For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20).

What are Twins?

the same mother at about the same time.” Twins may be either “identical” (look the

same) or “fraternal” (may look alike or may look quite different). It is interesting that
one of the highest rates for birth of twins is found among the Yoruba people in Nigeria, West
Africa. Twins are produced every 22 births.

T he New Book of Knowledge explains that twins are “two individuals who were born to

Twins usually have a special bond that makes them closer than ordinary brothers and sisters.
Twins often confuse people and make it difficult to tell them apart.

When it comes to the “Gifts of the Spirit”, each of the gifts are related and some look alike.
There are two gifts that stand out as twins. They are alike in so many ways that it is difficult at
times to even tell the difference between the two. In fact, sometimes they operate together.
The “Gifts of the Spirit” are hard to isolate or dissect in any situation. They work as a team or as
a “body” (as the Bible describes it). They blend together like the colors of a rainbow.

Who are the Word Twins?

The “Word Twins” are called the “Word of Wisdom” and the “Word of Knowledge.” They share
a special bond and are more closely related than the other “Spirit” children. They confuse
people because it is difficult to tell them apart.

“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the
same Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:8) These twins have the same parent.

Why Were the Word Twins Born?

There is a reason why God has allowed these “Word Twins” to be born.

“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what
man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of
God knoweth not man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the
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Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. For who hath known the mind of
the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:9-13, 16).

The “Word Twins” reveal to us “what God is thinking” and allow us to know a part of what God
knows. They allow us to have a supernatural ability to know something that is in the Mind of
God (Mind of Christ). They are revealed at a special time for a special purpose.

The “Word of Knowledge” supernaturally reveals facts from the mind of God. These facts could
not be known or revealed to us otherwise. They deal with the past, present, and sometimes
the future. This is different from studying or getting the information from someone else. It is
not a result of the efforts of the human mind. It is knowledge that is imparted to us by God.

The “Word of Wisdom” allows us to apply the facts to a given situation. It is not wisdom that is
received naturally; neither is it the spiritual wisdom referred to throughout Proverbs and that
we can request for according to James 1:5. It is supernatural wisdom. It gives God’s
perspective on a given situation.

Facts About Word Twins

1. They are as their names imply; Words. They are not the Gift of Knowledge or the Gift of
Wisdom. God alone has all knowledge and all wisdom. He gives us only a “word” or a
portion of His knowledge and/or wisdom that is needed in a given situation.

2. Both of these “Word Twins” are not continuous in operation. They come when there is

a special need.

Both of these gifts allow us to supernaturally know a portion of what God knows.

4, Both of these gifts can be used in counseling people. The Word of Wisdom would help
solve human problems and the Word of Knowledge reveals facts that the person may
not be disclosing.

5. Both could be used to guide the church.

6. Neither of these gifts is taught to us by any natural process of education, etc.

w

Several different vehicles are used to drive the “Word Twins”. They are:

1. The “Knowing Gifts” are frequently manifested through the “Speaking Gifts” (prophecy,
tongues, and interpretation of tongues).

They could come through an audible voice that we hear.

Through dreams and visions.

An angel could speak to us.

They could come through our thought processes, an inner voice.

A verse from the Bible could be illuminated to us and give direction.

Through prayer and fasting God could speak to us.

We may open our mouth to say something and find ourselves saying something quite
differently.

NV kA WN
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David Pytches in Spiritual Gifts in the Local Church sums it up as we may “see it, know it, read it,
feel it, say it, or hear it.”

Study Questions

1. What are twins?

2. What are the two Spiritual Gifts that are called “Word Twins”?

3. Who is the parent of the “Word Twins” according to 1 Corinthians 12:8?

4. What is the reason why the “Word Twins” were born?

5. What do the “Word Twins” reveal to us about the “mind of God”?

6. What are six of the different vehicles (ways) that the “Word Twins” are manifested?
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
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“Word Twins” at Work in the Book of Acts

“And there was a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s
womb, who never had walked:

The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to
be healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked”
(Acts 14:8-10).

n this lessons we will look at some examples of the “Word Twins” at work in the Book of
Acts.
(1) In the Scriptural account given above, it seems that Paul was preaching the gospel when he

received a word of knowledge that a man sitting there had faith to be healed. A mighty miracle
of God resulted.

(2) In Acts 9:11 Ananias received a word of knowledge that he should rise up and go to Strait
Street, and ask at “... the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth.”
What are some of the facts that are revealed in this Scripture? It is very easy to see whether
someone giving a word of knowledge is speaking under the unction and inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. This is because the word of knowledge deals with facts. We know that facts are proven
bits of information. Since most of these facts deal with the past or present, we can quickly
determine whether the word spoken is true or not.

(3) “And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him,
that he might receive his sight” (Acts 9:12). Who else had received a word from the Lord?

(4) In Acts 5:1-3 insight is given through the word of knowledge into corruption that was
existing in the church. It was revealed to the man of God that Ananias and Sapphira had
conspired together to lie and keep back a part of the price of land that they had sold. Peter
asked, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the
price of the land?”(5:3). What are the facts revealed here by the Spirit?

(5) Another interesting example of the word of knowledge in the Book of Acts is found in Acts
10. Here you also see the Word Twins operating together.

God speaks to Cornelius, a devout man, but a Gentile.

“And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: He lodgeth with
one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to
do” (Acts 10: 5-6).

(6) As these men were coming closer to where Peter was, he went up to the housetop to pray.
Here he sees a vision of clean and unclean beasts. A voice tells him to “Rise, kill and eat.” Peter
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tells the Lord that he doesn’t eat things unclean. God’s response is “...What God hath cleansed,
that call not thou common” (Acts 10:15). Here Peter is receiving a Word of Wisdom that is
allowing him to know that God is including the Gentiles (thought unclean) into the church.

(7) While Peter was trying to get a better understanding, the Spirit continues to give him a
Word of Knowledge. The Spirit revealed that “...three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get
thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for | have sent them” (Acts 10:20).

Peter likely needed backup from the Word Twins when he tried to explain to the church what
had happened in his explanation in Acts 11.

(8) The word of wisdom came to the rescue during the Jerusalem Summit in Acts 15. Here
some were still teaching that unless you were circumcised you could not be saved. This ruled
out the salvation of the uncircumcised Gentiles. A potential church split was brewing over this
issue. After everyone else had spoken James addressed them with a word of wisdom. In his
concluding remarks he said, “...that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are
turned to God. But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and
from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood” (Acts 15:19-20). The response to
this was that it pleased the Apostles, elders, and the whole church.

(9) Perhaps Gamaliel also gave a word of wisdom when he offered this counsel, “Refrain from
these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought.
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God”
(Acts 5:38-39).

(10) In Acts 13 a word of wisdom came telling the leaders to separate Barnabas and Saul for the
work that they were called into.

(11) In Acts 6 another word of wisdom was given to the Apostles when a problem arose in the
church over waiting on tables. Seven deacons were to be appointed; the method of selection
was given and a list of qualifications. As for the Apostles, they would “give themselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4).

(12) Paul, at a crossroads in his ministry, wondering where to go next received a word of
wisdom that he should go to Macedonia.

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him,
saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us” (Acts16:9).

(213) A word of knowledge in Acts 27 was ignored when Paul advised the ship’s captain that he

perceived that “...this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and
ship, but also of our lives” (Verse 10).
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(14) A later word of knowledge, delivered by an angel, tells Paul not to fear, he will be brought
before Caesar, and the Lord has given him all that have sailed with him. Paul explains this to
them and tells them to “...be of good cheer: for | believe God, that it shall be even as it was told
me” (27: 25).

Paul then reveals that they will be cast upon a certain island (Acts 27:26).

In each of the examples given in this lesson, it seems that the Word of Knowledge applied to
the present situation because it dealt with facts. Facts change. However, when you look at the
examples where the Word of Wisdom can be found, you discover that most of the time, the
wisdom applied to the present situation but also applies to us today. This can be seen in the
wisdom given by Gamaliel, the Apostles, and James.

21st Century “Word Twins” at Work

Before the author met his wife in Nigeria, West Africa she had already made one short term
missionary tour there to work with the Johnny Garrison family. The Garrisons had recently
returned from furlough with their children and Brother Garrison’s mother.

They had, in their deputational travels, gathered many suits of clothes for national preachers.
The clothes were stored in one of the rooms of a building. The preachers and their families
were so excited to come from around the country to receive some clothing.

One of the preachers who came was a State Presbyter named Rev. Stephen Ine. He was an
unusually big man and could not find many clothes to fit him. He tried on many of the suits but
they were all too small. He left with a few odds and ends but no suit and made no complaint.
Two days later he came back to the missionary’s home and stated that he had come for his new
suit.

Brother Garrison was so surprised and asked, “What suit?” Brother Ine then explained how he
had a dream in the night that he was called back to the missionary’s home to receive a new
suit.

No suits had been added but he insisted that his suit was ready for him to pick it up. He
persisted, “| remember what it looks like. Your mother showed it to me in my dream.”

Seeing that it was useless to discuss the matter any further, Brother Garrison took the national
preacher back to the storage room. He immediately walked over to the rack where he said that
Brother Garrison’s mother had placed the suit, found it, and removed it from the rack. The suit
fit him as though it had been tailor made for him personally. (Story adapted from Angels
Watching Over Me written by Johnny Garrison)
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(Instructors should also use personal examples and testimonies from their ministry to show the
“Word Twins” at work.)

Study Questions

1. Go through the examples given above and identify if it is talking about the “Word of
Wisdom” or the “Word of Knowledge”?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

2. Go through the examples given and identify the vehicle used in bringing the “Word Twins”?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

3. Go back into your notes and underline the facts given in examples 2,3,4,5,7, (facts are bits of
information).

4. Can you find any other examples of the “Word Twins” at work in the Book of Acts (or any
other book of the New Testament)? Write them in the space provided.
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Additional Notes
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